Key to Species and Varieties of Diplazium from Peninsular Malaysia
1. Fronds simple........................................................................................................... 2
Fronds pinnate, bipinnate to tripinnatifid ................................................................ 3
2. Pinna veins anastomosing .......................................  D. cordifolium var. cordifolium
Pinna veins free ................................................................................. D. subserratum
3. Frond pinnate .......................................................................................................... 4
Frond bipinnate to tripinnatifid .............................................................................. 18
4. Scales with black margin ......................................................................................... 5
Scales without black margin .................................................................................... 6
5. Scale with width ≤1 mm................................................................... D. angustipinna
Scale width >1 mm...........................................................................D. sorzogonense
6. Short hairs present over entire surface of costa and rachis…………………………………………………..…….......... D. tomentosum
Costa and rachis smooth.......................................................................................... 7
7. Basal pinnae with short petiole, less than 7 mm long ……………...……............. 8
Basal pinnae with petiole longer than 7 mm.................................... D. subintegrum
8. Pinnae lobed to halfway to costa....................................................... D. malaccense
Pinnae not lobed, or only slightly lobed...................................................................9
9. Pinnae veins anastomosing……………..……………... D. cordifolium var. pariens
Pinna veins free..................................................................................................... 10
10. Pinna wider than 5 cm ………………………………….………………..……... 11
Pinna narrower than 5 cm...................................................................................... 12
11. Veins at 45° to costa, pinnae up to 12 pairs ………………….…..... D. xiphophyllum
Veins at more than 60° to costa, pinnae up to 5 pairs................................D. riparium
12. Lower veins of each simple or once-branched group …………...........…..……... 13
Lower veins of each group branched more than once............................................. 14
13. Terminal pinna deltoid and very lobed ………………... D. pallidum var. pallidum
Terminal pinna shape similar to other pinnae.................. D. pallidum var. montanum
14. Pinna veins anastomosing ………….................................................... D. proliferum 
Pinna veins free or joined only at margin tip.......................................................... 15
15. Pinna margins not lobed……………..……………………………….…...……... 16
Pinna margins lobed............................................................................................... 17
16. Pinna with width wider than 2 cm …………………….……..……... D. bantamense
Pinna width less than 2 cm...............................................................D. prescottianum
17. Pinna margin lobed less than ¾ from costa.......................... D. speciosum var. major
Pinna margin lobed to ¾ or more towards costa ......................... D. crenatoserratum
18. Rhizome creeping…………………………………………..……... D. procumbens
Rhizome erect.........................................................................................................19
19. Scales at base of stipe ovate-peltate........................................................................ 20
Scales at base of stipe linear................................................................................... 21
20. Sorus short, only at base of veins....................................................D. latisquamatum
Sorus longer, in middle of veins.............................................................. D. kunstleri
21. Pinna veins anastomosing.......................................................................................22
Pinna veins free...................................................................................................... 23
22. Stipe surface smooth............................................................................D. esculentum
Stipe surface thorny................................................................................... D. insigne
23. Fronds to 30 cm long..............................................................................D. velutinum
Fronds more than 30 cm long................................................................................. 24
24. Pinnule with width less than 7 mm, lobed to half towards costa.................................................................................................D. polypodioides
Pinnule with width more than 7 mm, lobed to less than half towards costa........................................................................................................................25
25. Pinnule at base sessile....................................................................D. simplicivenium
Pinnule at base with short petiole about 5 mm long.................................D. dilatatum

